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Canto XV

Walking across the dike that crosses Phlegethon, Dante and Virgil see a group of shades running past, taking careful note of them and of each other. These are the Sodomites, the sexually unnatural. One of the pack recognizes Dante and puts his hand out to him. Dante peers at the burned and scarred shade. He realizes that it is Brunetto Latini. It is ironic that Latini is a written from Dante’s time, and even a writer that Dante admires! So what is the significance of this? This is a symbol of The Divine Comedy. It shows that Dante doesn’t put his friends in heaven and his enemies in Hell. People he admires are also in Hell. 

Here is a line I didn’t understand, “For thy good deeds will be thine enemy.” Latini prophases bad news for Dante. Why? Dante has just shown he is just by putting the people that he admires in Hell. Now they that he is just, his characters are prophesying bad things about himself? I didn’t even understand what he meant! So, how could good deeds be an enemy? Here is my analysis. Let’s create Jason, a Christian Reformed high school student in high school. He is going to Michigan State University next year! Yea! So, when he goes school the first thing he does is try to spread the word of Christ. You know, spread the word like they say in the Bible. However, there is also Johnny, a senior at Michigan State who hasn’t ever heard of God. He thinks it’s dumb and tells Jason to shut-up. Jason won’t because he is doing good deeds. Johnny docks him in the face. 

I have no idea why Latini told Dante that line, I may be way off, but it is an example of how good deeds sometimes can lead to personal semi-destructive ends. 

